
RHHS BLT Minutes (draft) 

04/20/16 

Present:    Roy Paisley, Amanda Greene (facilitator), Jeanette Timperio, Sienna Engasser, 

Tessa Rothwell, Maggie Rothwell, Susan Rohrmeier, Jacalyn Grieb-Walsh, Christine Griffin,   

Tom O’Connor (scribe/recorder), Sheila Garcia. 

Start Time:  2:30 

 The minutes from the last meeting (3/16/16) were reviewed, corrected and accepted. 

Old Business: 

1. Attendance Protocol-- At the request of Mrs. Greene and Mr. Paisley, Mrs. Sheila Garcia 

sat in as consultant from the office staff. Mr. O’Connor had earlier suggested the idea of 

a designated attendance secretary whose sole duty was to implement the district 

attendance policy at the building level.  Such duties would involve tracking  students 

who have been designated by teachers vis-a-vis the Single Class Absence Referral Form, 

alerting parents in a more direct manner than the current certified letter process, 

coordinating between administration, guidance, and teachers to address chronically 

absent students, keeping records about students’ absence make-up credit, and alerting 

administration of cause for denial of credit.  Various issues peripheral to current building 

attendance protocol were raised: students are exploiting loopholes and flaws in the 

system, attendance problems are not addressed in a timely manner, and teachers are 

overtasked with recordkeeping.  Mr. O’Connor suggested implementing a database to 

facilitate the recordkeeping duties.  Mr. Paisley said he would contact Jan Timer about a 

database program that works in conjunction with EschoolData.  
2. RHBC/Morning Announcements-- Mr. Paisley relayed from district technology dept. that 

Safari Systems, the company responsible for the equipment that conveys RHBC 

broadcasts to classrooms, will be given until the end of the school year to correct the 

transmission problems or the district will seek out a new system.   Mrs. Grieb-Walsh 

asked about interim alternatives. Mr. Paisley suggested allowing students to switch 

rooms in order to watch announcements; Mrs. Greene suggested reading 

announcements over the school’s PA system; Mrs. Griffin suggested projecting 

announcements all day onto a screen in a common area such as the main lobby or 

cafeteria-- Mr. Paisley informed that Mr. Cassatta is looking into that solution.  

3. Computer Lab-- Mrs. Griffin reported that the printer in the computer lab is not 

functioning properly.  She also expressed the need for teachers to be able to print to 

that computer, an ability currently denied by district technology staff. 



4. School Start Time-- Mrs. Timperio reported that there are no new developments in the 

later school start time issue. 

5. RHHS Principal Selection-- RHHS Principal Selection—Mrs. Greene updated the group 

that she was no longer in the running for the building principal and that there were 

three candidates selected to move forward with interviews at the district level. She 

relayed that the search would continue and that the goal of the district was to send 

forward the best qualified candidate(s) possible to the Board of Education.   

1. SmartBond Funding-- Mr. Paisley explained that funding is held up by NYSED’s slow 

approval process.  However, he informed of approximately $400,000- $500,000 that the 

district has saved in fuel and transportation costs due to the mild winter.  These funds 

will be directed towards technology.  Mrs. Greene informed that instructor-issued PCs 

will be phased out in favor of Apple MacBooks. 

2. Hannaford Helps-- Mrs. Greene reported that nearly $1100 had been raised. 

3. Space Issues-- Mrs. Greene stated that any discussion about space issues for next school 

year was premature, and requested tabling the discussion until next meeting. 

4. Student WiFi Access-- District technology dept. has informed Mr. Paisley that the 

building’s broadband capacity will nearly double.  However, the consensus is that 

opening WiFi to the student body would devour broadband space and provide very few 

benefits. 

New Business:    

1. Mrs. Timperio announced that the Post-Prom Part Committee will meet on May 9th. 

2. Mrs. Rohrmeier announced a teacher appreciation function after the May 5th faculty 

meeting. 

3. Mrs. Griffin announced the Barnes & Noble Book Faire to benefit RHHS English 

Department, Thursday, 4/28, 6-9 p.m.  Students in grades 6-12 will have the opportunity 

to read classic, modern, or original poetry. 

4. Mr. O’Connor relayed a suggestion from faculty members that there be a Tech/STEM 

requirement for graduating, citing the need among students for skills such as computer 

literacy, measurements and conversions, and basic tool and machine safety.  Mr. Paisley 

suggested directing the request to Mrs. Gaynor. 

End Time:     3:31 

Next Meeting:      Wednesday, 5/11/16             

Facilitator:          Roy Paisley   

Scribe:        Amanda Greene 


